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been talking about the pending passage of Senate Bill 1, the so-called “religious freedom” bill.

Among the many hasty statements one can make about this bill, one of the most unjust things to say
is that the debate about whether or not to pass this bill should be divorced from the larger issue of
whether our society treats the LGBT community fairly. But when one says that this is true, one is
engaging in a highly questionable moral judgment. If one will say that the religious freedom bill is

bad because it is bad for LGBT people, then one is saying that people who don’t see things as
“equal” should be able to persecute us. It is high time that more people realized that the only

morally relevant question in this debate is how do we ensure that the LGBT community is treated
fairly. The idea that people who disagree with us ought to be allowed to persecute us is a recipe for

disaster. Let me give you a couple of examples. The most obvious example is the civil rights
movement. It was a movement in which people who didn’t agree with it could not be legally forced

to treat black people in a certain way. That was unacceptable and immoral. But the second example
isn’t as obvious. Say, hypothetically, that a handful of militant atheists start a group called Secular

Coalition for America. They gather groups all across the
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