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torrentBuilding the case for an amalgamated Canada When I was in medical school,
much of the learning was derived from the clinical experience of my residents. And
one thing that I’d been told over and over again during the training program was

that we needed to remember “what it’s like to be normal.” My newness to
adulthood could be used as a crutch, I was told, since it would prevent me from

making any irrational decisions. I was encouraged to take the time to experience
the standard of care and to practice empathy, providing patient care that I would be
proud to have as a doctor. The lessons of the first two years were reinforced in the

last two years of residency. The real world was my hardest test. It wasn’t the
physical workplace I was struggling with. It was the emotional workplace, a world

where I was expected to provide a template for everything from providing
emotional support to caring for people, by using only my mind. And I was human.
Maybe not all of the time, but most of the time. No, the problem was a feeling of
falling short of someone else’s expectations, despite my earnest best efforts to

learn to be just as good as them. In the world of medicine, it didn’t matter whether I
was a man or a woman. It didn’t matter if I was white or black, or of a particular

religious faith. My training gave me no formal advantage over anyone else. The only
difference was a set of pages that I carried in my head, written by my teachers and

preceptors. The pages said that I had to deliver care based on the
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