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in contrast to the previous bonding process, which sealed the components inside the flud, wicking is a bonding method in which the solder material wicks into the holes and vias of the components or into the thru-hole plated-through-hole (pth) contacts. the solder material
in the hole of the component or the hole of the pcb will attach to the surface of the component and then move along the holes or vias. if the component is the right size, the solder can completely fill the holes and vias of the component. afterward, the solder will solidify. the
solder is being temporarily held in contact with solder pot, and all flux deposits had to be cleaned. “but the solder is never exposed to a flux residue during soldering, and this is even more so with lead-free solders.” the flux residue will not be a problem with lead-free solder
as the flux is not activated and will not degrade the copper. would it be possible to properly clean a lead-free solder pot after the soldering operation with solder spatter? you should be able to do a good cleanup. can i extend the life of flux resinates in my solder pot? can i
continuously use a flux-resinate mixture and make top quality solder without having to clean out my solder pot after each soldering event? the flux is designed to be activated with a wave of solder, “it isn’t necessary to clean the solder pot after soldering.” does the flux
stay in the residue and will it dissolve during the drying process? the flux will not dissolve during the drying process. so, the flux is specifically designed to stay in the residue and only the solder actually contacts the flux. this means that even if the flux is dissolved, the
solder should have the ability to react directly with the flux, and with the residues remaining in the pot. how should i clean the solder pot? the solder pot will not have a chance to dry completely after a soldering operation. you should remove as much solder as possible

when you are done. do i need to open the lid and wash the flux from the wetted pot if i intend to use it again for soldering? there is no need to open the lid and wash the flux from the wetted pot if you plan to use the solder pot again for soldering.
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