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[ChingLiu] Download Link.Although it can still see a foot or two of snow on the
mountains, the Cascades are doing a lot better than the San Gabriels, where many
parts of the snowpack are under half their normal levels. “It’s surprising, it feels like
there’s much more precipitation,” said Mark Selby, a climate specialist at the
California Department of Water Resources. Water supplies for the Central Valley and
the northern part of Southern California, which are most affected by the lack of snow,
are in reasonably good shape, he said. But they will be affected if it doesn’t snow again
in the Sierra between now and April. “These valleys along the southern slopes are
behind,” said Dan Cziczo, an assistant director of the Sierra snowpack lab at UC Davis.
“If we don’t get a good December-January snowpack season, those valleys are going to
be in big trouble.” Some think that was in fact the case for the past two years, but that
was in part because the season was unusually warm and dry. With just three days of
significant precipitation since Nov. 1, last year’s snowpack was 70% of its average,
leading to dry conditions that diminished the water available for the thirsty cities
further east. The snowpack for this year is already less than half its average but is
expected to be even lower because of a thin, cold rainy season.
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