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therapeutic action. This article highlights the problem of therapist habitus (Phongpaichit and Halbfass, 2000), particularly in its relation to the therapeutic action of hypnosis. I would like to unify two problems that seem to impede the understanding of the analyst's role in the psychoanalytic process. The first
is that of the so-called 'grandiose' narcissism of both the analyst's and the patient's transference. The second is that of the self-criticism that in different ways characterizes much of the analyst's analytic experience in treatment of the patient in the transference. I would like to argue that the analysis of these
two aspects of narcissism is impeded by the degree to which they are rooted in the analyst's transference system. The analyst's transference system, I would argue, can be described as one of 'imaginary' narcissism and self-criticism. Finally, I would like to speculate on the possible application of these
theoretical concepts to a postmodern era that recognizes the limits of individual authenticity and subjectivity.Web Project Communications Please
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